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Senate Bill 2647, Senate Draft 1, House Draft 1 proposes to prohibit the trafficking of protected animal 
species, with limited exceptions.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) 
generally supports this measure, and offers the following comments.    
 
The Department believes that this measure will decrease or eliminate the demand for the parts and 
products of protected animal species that are threatened with extinction.  Around the World, many 
protected species such as elephants, rhinoceros, tigers and apes as well as protected marine life are killed 
so that body parts may be trafficked in markets around the world.   
 
Research conducted by various conservation groups has identified Hawaii as a location with a market for 
animal parts such as those parts harvested for ivory.  This bill aligns Hawaii’s laws and rules with other 
bodies of state, federal and international law to protect threatened and endangered animal species from 
being killed needlessly for their body parts.  Additionally, in many countries around the world, rangers 
and law enforcement officers charged with the protection of animals are killed by poachers seeking to 
illegally poach and kill protected wildlife.  By decreasing or eliminating the market and demand of animal 
body parts, the lives of these wildlife rangers and law enforcement officers can result in increased safety 
and protection. 
 
Additionally, while many of the species listed in this bill are not found in Hawaii, this state’s status as a 
gateway between Asian and Unite States mainland markets creates a unique opportunity for the Hawaii 
State Legislature to significantly impact trade in endangered and threatened species.  By making Hawaii 
less attractive as a channel through which these parts and products are trafficked, we can make the trade 
less profitable, impacting the market for these animals in their home countries and leading poachers to 
turn to other means of income.   
 
The Department notes that the House Draft 1 amended the proposed Section 183D-  (e) to provide certain 
exceptions to the extent permitted under federal law.  Under the Federal Marine Mammal Protection Act 
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(MMPA), the Federal Government regulates the possession and trade of all marine mammals and marine 
mammal products.  Only the Federal Government may authorize exemptions.  The Department would 
support a complete moratorium on the sale and distribution of protected marine mammal products unless 
authorized otherwise under the MMPA or other federal law. 
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Chair Rhoads and Members of the Committee: 

 The Department of the Attorney General understands and appreciates the objectives of 

this bill.  We have no legal concerns with the portions of this bill that relate to land animals or 

land mammals.  

We do raise legal concerns, however, and oppose those parts of the bill that prohibit 

commercial transactions of parts or products of marine mammals because they may be subject to 

challenge as being preempted by the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), 16 U.S.C. 

§ 1361 et seq.  We also propose amending the exception in the bill providing that the 

prohibitions in the bill do not apply to “intrastate” commercial transactions authorized by federal 

law or permit by broadening it to apply to all federally authorized commercial transactions. 

 The bill adds a new section to chapter 183D, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), which 

provides that no person shall sell, offer to sell, purchase, trade, possess with intent to sell, or 

barter for any part or product from animal species explicitly listed in the bill.  With reference to 

marine mammals, the bill provides that no person shall sell, offer to sell, purchase, trade, possess 

with intent to sell, or barter for any part or product of species, subspecies, or distinct population 

segments of monk seals, narwhals, whales, or walruses, insofar as they are listed on appendices I 

or II of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, as endangered or critically 

endangered on the International Union for the Conservation of Nature red list, or as endangered 

under the Endangered Species Act.  Page 4, lines 6–18.  The bill provides that its prohibitions are 

subject to certain exceptions, including where “[t]he intrastate sale, offer for sale, purchase, 

judtestimony
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trade, or barter of the covered animal species part or product is expressly authorized by federal 

law or permit.”  Page 7, lines 6–9.  The bill provides for criminal penalties for violations. 

 First, there is a possibility that the bill could be subject to challenge on the grounds that it 

is preempted by the MMPA to the extent that it attempts to prohibit commercial transactions of 

marine mammal parts or products.  Among other things, the MMPA prohibits any person from 

transporting, purchasing, selling, exporting, or offering to purchase, sell, or export any marine 

mammal or marine mammal product taken in violation of the MMPA or for any purpose other 

than public display, scientific research, or enhancing the survival of a species or stock, except as 

otherwise provided in the MMPA.  16 U.S.C. § 1372(a)(4).   

The MMPA provides that no state may enforce, or attempt to enforce, any state law or 

regulation relating to the taking of any species of marine mammal within the state unless federal 

management authority has been transferred to that state.  16 U.S.C. § 1379(a).  The MMPA is 

interpreted broadly to preempt state laws.  See UFO Chuting of Haw., Inc. v. Young, 327 F. 

Supp. 2d 1220 (D. Haw. 2004), vacated on other grounds, 380 F. Supp. 2d 1166 (D. Haw. 2005); 

People of Togiak v. United States, 470 F. Supp. 423 (D.D.C. 1979).  One federal district court 

struck down a state statute barring the commercial import of seals on the grounds that it was 

preempted by the MMPA.  Fouke Co. v. Mandel, 386 F. Supp. 1341 (D. Md. 1974). 

The preemptive effect of the MMPA is not well developed in federal case law.  

Nevertheless, the field is already highly regulated by the federal government, and state regulation 

of commercial transactions involving marine-mammal products could be subject to a potential 

federal challenge.  We recommend deleting prohibitions relating to marine-mammal species, 

which, in the bill, are the monk seal, narwhal, whale, and walrus.  Page 4, lines 10–12. 

We are aware that this committee amended the companion to this bill, H.B. No. 2502, to 

provide for the prohibition on the sale, offering to sell, purchase, trade, barter, or distribution of 

parts or products of marine species, including marine mammals, “[u]nless otherwise authorized 

by the federal Marine Mammal Protection Act, 16 United States Code Chapter 31[.]”  H.B. No. 

2502, H.D. 2, page 4, lines 13–14.  This is potentially a viable alternative to the one we propose.  

However, we believe that deleting prohibitions relating to marine-mammal species is the better 

option because courts have interpreted the MMPA’s preemptive effect broadly. Furthermore, we 
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believe the marine mammals listed in this bill are protected because federal law already largely 

prohibits the objectionable activities. 

Second, we recommend that the exception to the prohibitions of the bill where the 

“intrastate sale, offer for sale, purchase, trade, or barter of the covered species part or product is 

expressly authorized by federal law or permit” should be broadened by deleting the word 

“intrastate.”  Page 7, lines 6–9.  Under the Endangered Species Act, a state law or regulation that 

applies with respect to the importation or exportation of an endangered or threatened species is 

void to the extent it may prohibit what is authorized pursuant to an exemption or permit.  16 

U.S.C. § 1535(f).  Here, while the exception in the bill is limited to intrastate commercial 

transactions, the rest of the bill is not.  To ensure that all federally authorized activities are 

excepted from the prohibitions of the bill, we recommend that the word “intrastate” be deleted.  

Page 7, line 6. 

The recommended changes herein should minimize potential legal challenges.  Thank 

you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 

 







DAVID HAAKE
15 Kulanihakoi #14E
Kihei, Maui, HI  96753

alizarin711@gmail.com
808.281.0453 / 808.281.0811

February 28, 2016

Aloha:

Re:  HB2502 HDI / HB2502 and SB2647 SDI

I am writing to ask that HB2502 HDI / HB2502 and SB2647 SDI be amended to allow Lahaina Scrimshaw and 
other small businesses to continue to use fossilized ivory.  In concept, the bills are being promoted to protect 
animals, but the reality of what they will accomplish is totally different.  In its present form, HB2502 HDI / 
HB2502 and SB2647 SDI will be a disaster for people like me who have made their living in the Þeld of 
scrimshaw.  Politicians are always talking about helping small businesses; now is the time to prove it by 
supporting us and preventing this bill from going forward.  

Scrimshaw has been a part of HawaiiÕs culture since the Þrst whalers landed here in the 18th century.  Lahaina 
Scrimshaw has been an iconic part of LahainaÕs Front Street community since 1979 and currently employs 18 
people.  I have been fortunate to work for them since 1981, and am now the Production Manager/Craftsman.   
Tourists from all over the world visit our store, returning year after year, and they have become part of our 
Ohana. 

Scrimshaw originally started with the whalerÕs carving whale teeth.  In present day, the art form at Lahaina 
Scrimshaw has evolved to utilize prehistoric mammoth and mastodon ivory, as well as fossilized walrus ivory.  
Using prehistoric and fossilized material does not threaten any living animal .  Fossilized ivory has been in 
the ground for hundreds to thousands of years.  It has a unique look and character all its own.  The thought 
that this material cannot be distinguished from elephant ivory is absolutely incorrect. 

The only elephant ivory we currently use are antique piano keys, which we repurpose, and antique billiard and 
snooker balls.  Antique ivory is at least 100 years old.  I can understand outlawing all elephant if thatÕs what 
people want, but the fossilized ivory should be exempt from any of these laws. There is no rational reason to 
include this material.  It will not save one elephant. The only way to stop the poaching of elephants is to get 
China to stop utilizing elephant ivory.  That is where the illegal ivory is being trafÞcked.  The US Fish and 
Wildlife themselves have said that in the United States there is no signiÞcant trafÞcking of elephant ivory. 

I understand the rush to pass this legislation is just to appease the groups involved with the World 
Conservation Congress, hosted by Hawaii in September 2016.  This Òfeel goodÓ legislation is not going to save 
one elephant.  If all the money that is going to salaries and travel for these protection groups were spent on 
helping the people in Africa protect and maintain their elephant populations (which, by the way, are quite 
healthy in some countries), it would do a lot more good than closing small businesses in America.  The 
individuals attending this convention will be gone in a few weeks, but the people here in Hawaii, who 
have voted you into ofÞce, will be left to pick-up the pieces of their lives ruined by this legislation. 

If you feel this bill must go forward then at the very least I humbly ask that it be amended to take effect no 
sooner than 2030.  This would at least give me and all the artists that work for us a chance to Þnish our careers 
and retire with dignity. This legislation does not only affect us; other small businesses will also be negatively 
impacted, such as the framer we do business with, the suppliers of equipment and materials that we purchase 



from, thousands of collectors whose investments will be deemed worthless, as well as the knife makers and 
gun makers who use fossilized ivory as adornment.

I have been a taxpayer and active voter in the State of Hawaii since 1981.  I should not have to look for a new 
career at the age of 60. With a few exceptions all the people in the scrimshaw Þeld are close to retirement. Is 
this how America treats its people?  I completely agree that protecting wildlife is a worthwhile endeavor, but 
passing HB2502 HDI / HB2502 and SB2647 SDI in its present form is not the way to go about it.  Please let us 
continue to use the fossilized ivory.   It is the right thing to do.  

Sincerely,

David Haake
alizarin711@gmail.com
808.281.0453 / 808.281.0811
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However, SB 6247 ignores our widely acknowledged body of law, unfairly and unconstitutionally persecuting honest 
and law-abiding owners of products made from the parts of these animals who would find their investment in legally 
acquired objects "taken" by government edict and made worthless, their livelihood stolen from them in some cases.  
 
This effective "taking" of the heretofore legal private property of potentially tens of thousands, if not hundreds of 
thousands of Hawaiians is a clear violation of the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. It is also 
an offense to longstanding American rights, freedoms and values of fairness and equity. Ultimately the adverse 
impact on Hawaii citizens and residents will be in the millions of dollars and the state of Hawaii stands to lose millions 
of dollars more in lost commerce, taxes, and enforcement expense for no appreciable positive impact on the real 
problem, poaching and the illegal black market trade in threatened and endangered animals.  
 
This proposed ivory ban would also disproportionately affect Hawaii's elderly, many of them veterans, who are the 
original owners of much of the hundreds of thousands of tons of legal pre-ban ivory in the U.S. that was initially 
brought into the country in the 1950s through the 1970s. It is this decades-old ivory that forms the basis for the legal 
trade in ivory in the U.S.  Many of these older Americans turn to their investment in ivory, in its many forms, to help 
sustain them in their twilight years and provide a cushion for emergencies. Robbing these elderly citizens, many of 
whom fought for their country and its freedoms, and often bear the scars from that service, of their lifelong 
investment, to no good end, is particularly unjust.  
 
There is not a shred of factual evidence to suggest that punishing Hawaiians for their investment in perfectly legal 
decades-old objects made from these animals will have one iota of influence on the black market. It goes against all 
human experience to believe that this effort will do anything but adversely affect law-abiding Hawaiians and Hawaii.  
 
This misguided ban is ill-conceived, offensive and most likely unconstitutional. Knife Rights urges you to vote against 
SB 2647.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Douglas S. Ritter 
Chairman 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
TO: Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair San Buenaventura, and Honorable Members of the House 
Judiciary Committee 
FROM: Elly Pepper, Natural Resources Defense Council 
DATE: 3/28/2016 
RE: Support for Senate Bill 2647 HD 1 
             
 
On behalf of our 2.4 million members and activists, including more than 2,360 in Hawaii, we are 
writing to urge you to support Senate bill 2647 HD 1.  
 
The international trade in wildlife is a powerful political and economic force that has driven 
many species to the brink of extinction and some to disappear forever.1 The rarer a species 
becomes, the more people desire it.2  This is exactly what has happened with elephant ivory and 
rhino horn. As demand for these products has boomed, ivory and rhino horn prices have 
skyrocketed. As prices have increased, so has poaching, with more than 100,000 elephants killed 
from 2010 through 20123 and 1,116 rhinos killed in 2014 in South Africa.4  
 
While the public seems aware of the huge role Chinese demand for elephant ivory has played in 
elephant poaching, many don’t realize that the United States also contributes significantly to this 
problem.5 For example, a 2015 survey commissioned by the Natural Resources Defense Council 
of the Los Angeles and San Francisco ivory markets found that up to 90% of the ivory seen in 
Los Angeles and up to 80% of the ivory seen in San Francisco was likely illegal.6  
 
U.S. laws on elephant ivory facilitate an illegal market in two main ways. First, it is very difficult 
to determine ivory age.7 Therefore, sellers often sneak new ivory onto their shelves by staining 
it, chipping it, and using other means to make it look old.8  Second, since it is extremely difficult 
to determine whether ivory is from an elephant or from a legal source of ivory such as a 
mammoth, sellers often mix legal pieces with illegal pieces in their stores and claim that illegal 

                                                        
1 Duncan Graham-Rowe. (2011). Biodiversity: Endangered and In Demand. Nature 480:S101-S103 (2011). 
2 Franck Courchamp, et al. (2006). Rarity Value and Species Extinction: The Anthropogenic Allee Effect. PLos 
Biology 4(12): e415. 
3 George Wittemyer, et al. (2014). Illegal killing for ivory drives global decline in African elephants. PNAS 111(36): 
13117-13121, 
 http://www.haaretz.co.il/st/inter/Hheb/images/PNAS-2014-Wittemyer 1403984111.pdf. 
4 Environmental Investigation Agency. (Dec. 23, 2014). Vietnam – Still Driving the Rhino Poaching Crisis, 
http://eia-global.org/blog/vietnam-still-driving-the-rhino-poaching-crisis.  
5 Esmond Martin & Daniel Stiles. (2008). Ivory Markets in the USA, at 5, 
http://www.savetheelephants.org/files/pdf/publications/2008%20Martin%20&%20Stiles%20Ivory%20Markets%20i
n%20the%20USA.pdf. 
6 Daniel Stiles. (2014). Elephant Ivory Trafficking in California, USA, 
http://docs.nrdc.org/wildlife/files/wil_15010601a.pdf.  
7 Martin & Stiles (2008) at 32. 
8 Stiles (2014) at 9-10. 



elephant ivory actually comes from the legal species instead.9 The mixing of ivory from illegal 
species like elephants and legal species like mammoth, along with bone and resin/plastic pieces, 
is also one of the primary ways smugglers bring poached elephant ivory into the United States. 
The shipments are labeled as “mammoth ivory and bone” or something similar to escape 
detection. Even the most advanced forensics laboratories have difficulty determining the exact 
species an ivory item came from.10   
 
Hawaii is one of the epicenters of the U.S. ivory market, as the third largest ivory market in the 
country following New York and California.  A 2008 ivory survey of U.S. ivory markets found 
23 outlets selling 1,867 ivory items (mainly jewelry) on Oahu.11 Almost 90% of the ivory items 
for sale in Hawaii were likely imported illegally or are of unknown origin.12 Further, Hawaii has 
what is likely one of the largest – if not the largest – online ivory marketplaces in the country, 
with 4,661 products found in stock or for sale online – valued at more than $1.22 million – over 
a six-day period.13   
 
SB 2647 HD 1 will drastically curtail Hawaii’s ivory market, curbing demand in the state and, in 
turn, reducing poaching in Africa. Specifically, it will ban the vast majority of commercial 
transactions involving the listed animals. It contains reasonable exemptions for transfers to heirs 
and beneficiaries, educational and scientific purposes, employees or agents of the federal or state 
government undertaking law enforcement activities, traditional cultural practices, and antiques 
and musical instruments containing a small percentage of ivory. Further, the legislation will 
eliminate cover for illegal ivory by banning commerce in mammoth. 
 
President Obama recently acknowledged the many problems with federal ivory laws and 
regulations by making them stronger through a variety of methods. Most recently, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service attempted to close existing loopholes by proposing revisions to the 
Endangered Species Act 4(d) Rule for the African Elephant.14 However, the federal 
government’s initiative leaves room for intrastate trade. Therefore, states must compliment the 
federal government’s efforts by enacting their own bans, as New York, New Jersey, and 
California have done by signing ivory and rhino horn ban legislation into law.15 

                                                        
9 Id. at 13, 15. 
10 Humane Society of the United States, An Investigation of Ivory Markets in the United States, at 7-8(2002), 
http://www.humanesociety.org/assets/pdfs/Ivory_Trade_Report.pdf. 
11 Martin & Stiles (2008) at 93. 
12 Id. 
13 IFAW, WCS, NRDC & HSI. (2016). An Investigation of Hawai’i’s Online Ivory Trade, 
http://www.ifaw.org/united-states/resource-centre/investigation-hawaiis-online-ivory-trade.  
14 Proposed Revisions to the Endangered Species Act 4(d) Rule for the African Elephant: Questions and Answers, 
http://www.fws.gov/international/pdf/african-elephant-4d-proposed-changes.pdf; See also White House, Fact Sheet: 
National Strategy for Combating Wildlife Trafficking & Commercial Ban in Trade of Elephant Ivory, Feb. 11, 2014, 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/02/11/fact-sheet-national-strategy-combating-wildlife-trafficking-
commercial-b; Revising the Special Rule for Importation of Ivory from African Elephants (Loxodonta Africana 
spp.),  https://www.federalregister.gov/regulations/1018-AX84/revising-the-special-rule-for-importation-of-ivory-
from-african-elephants-loxodonta-africana-spp-.  
15 Elly Pepper, Blog, Aug. 6, 2014, Governor Christie Signs New Jersey Ivory Bill Into Law, Elly Pepper, Blog, 
Aug. 11, 2014, http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/epepper/governor_cuomo_shuts_down_the.html; Governor Cuomo 
Shuts Down the Country’s Biggest Ivory Market, 
http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/epepper/governor_cuomo_shuts_down_the.html; Elly Pepper, Blog, Oct. 4, 2015, 



 
We urge Hawaii to join these states and become one of the first states in the country with a 
strong law banning wildlife trade by supporting SB 2647 HD 1. This would be a huge 
achievement for Hawaii, making the state a leader on ending the poaching crisis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
California Becomes Third State in Nation to Ban Ivory Trade, 
http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/epepper/california_becomes_third_state.html.  





U.S. FRIENDS OF THE DAVID SHELDRICK WILDLIFE TRUST
25283 Cabot Road, Suite 101, Laguna Hills, CA 92653

T (949) 305-3785       E:  infous@sheldrickwildlifetrust.org
www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org

U.S. Friends is committed to supporting the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust through financial support, educational outreach and
public awareness initiatives that promote wildlife conservation in Kenya.  Contributions to the USF are managed by its Board of

Directors and disbursed at the Board’s discretion to further the USF’s charitable purposes. EIN 30 -0224549

March 29, 2016

Re: The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust Urges Your Support of SB 2647

Dear Member of the House Judiciary Committee,

The U.S. Friends of the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust (DSWT) urges members of the House
Judiciary Committee to act today in support of SB 2647.  The DSWT is pleased to hear that the bill to
prohibit the sale, purchase and trade of animal parts from a variety of species, including elephants,
rhinos, tigers and whales is currently under discussion.

Up to 40,000 elephants, on average, are killed every year.

That equates to one every 15 minutes and 96 elephants per day. If that rate were to apply
continuously, it would render the species extinct within 10 years.

The passage of this bill, will help to protect elephants like tiny Barsilinga (pictured right), who at
only two weeks old, was found at the side of his mother who had endured fatal gun shots to her chest
and legs.  Her tragic death is a grisly reminder of the
suffering attached to each piece of ivory that is sold and
bought. Her end was a painful one, full of suffering, and
her calf would have been a victim too had he not been one
of the lucky few rescued by the David Sheldrick Wildlife
Trust.

Today, the United States remains the second largest market
for ivory.  The ivory trafficking crisis is a complex
problem and one which requires action on multiple levels to stem the slaughter of elephants in the
wild, which is why we are encouraged to witness such positive action in New Jersey, New York,
Washington and California.



U.S. FRIENDS OF THE DAVID SHELDRICK WILDLIFE TRUST
25283 Cabot Road, Suite 101, Laguna Hills, CA 92653

T (949) 305-3785       E:  infous@sheldrickwildlifetrust.org
www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org

U.S. Friends is committed to supporting the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust through financial support, educational outreach and
public awareness initiatives that promote wildlife conservation in Kenya.  Contributions to the USF are managed by its Board of

Directors and disbursed at the Board’s discretion to further the USF’s charitable purposes. EIN 30 -0224549

These four states have signed legislation to ban the import and in-state sale of both ivory and rhino
horn. These efforts mark a substantial development in tackling the illegal ivory chain.  Without a
complete, clear-cut ivory ban, elephants will continue to be slaughtered to supply an ever-increasing
demand for ivory. It is imperative that the state of Hawaii join the fight and support the
current legislation.    The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust commends those representatives who have
supported the bill and those who recognize the role Hawaii must play to introduce a state-wide ban of
all ivory, thereby saving the lives of countless elephants and rhinos in the future.

If I can provide you with any additional information, or if you should have any questions, please feel
free to contact me.

Thank you,

Melissa Sciacca
Executive Director of the U. S. Friends of the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
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JUDtestimony

From: Coe Lewis <coe@nsefuwildlife.com>
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2016 3:16 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Ivory Ban

Hello, my name is Coe Lewis and I am the cofounder of NSEFU WILDLIFE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION. We are based in
California and headquartered in Zambia.

I am writing...no...PLEADING to ask that Hawaii take a strong stand in stopping the BLOOD IVORY trade that is rampant
currently.  I was raised in Ethiopia, primarily on a game reserve in Awash and my family and I remember thousands upo n
thousands of elephants are far as the could see.
Same with rhinos, lions, impalas, greater kudus, and more. Unfortunately I have seen firsthand the despair and absolute
annihilation that ensues with the death of an elephant, especially a matriarch when offspring or baby is orphaned. You
would never sleep easily again if you witnessed the wails, the baby's tears streaming, the calling for the mother to
awake, to move, to do anything. This goes on for days and they are inconsolable. These babies become intensely
vulnerable and usually die of grief, attack, starvation and every unimaginable horror. The absolute holocaust that has
been allowed to happen in Africa is beyond the scope of a decent person's comprehension. There is wholesale slaughter
going on of these intelligent, empathetic, loyal giants and we MUST take an immediate stand and say NO to any
import/export of ivory. By calculations, elephants and rhinos will be gone from the wilds of Africa within 8 years. Rhinos
have three species that are now EXTINCT due to blackmarket butchery and greed! How have we let this grand scale
murder continue when we are supposed to be the enlightened ones, and the enlightened country? I am fully aware of
the traditions in Hawaii of ivory trinkets and tourist knick-knacks, but this out-of-sync and out-of-step part of local
business MUST be stopped immediately if we have any chance of turning around the numbers killed every year.
Approximately 60 percent of poaching funds terrorist organizations like ISIS, Boko Haram, Al-Qaida, and more. Many of
those trinkets are buying bullets, guns, bombs and more aimed at innocent people. Here we have a chance to drastically
reduce the stressers on these elephant numbers by STOPPING the trade of ivory...period. Hawaii will now have the
unfortunate position of being the #1 market for ivory in the US.
Government and state officials must take the RIGHT and heroic stand to fight for these animals and protect them. There
are countries in Africa that have lost 90% of their elephants.  90%!!! This is unequivocally unacceptable on any level and
now is the time where our elected officials can do the right thing and support HB2502 and SB2647 before these majestic
giants are lost forever.

I fully realize the economic implications for shop keepers etc, but in this day and age...many, many more people are
aware of the elephant's plight and anyone associated with ivory gained by an animals death is truly stigmatized.
Businesses must adapt, and it happens 24/7 365/year.
The old ways are a death knell to the animals who have roamed this earth for 50 million years. Within 30 years we
humans have obliterated the world's population. There are many other materials, designs, and more that can be used to
create tourist gifts and traditional ware. Anyone who bu ys anything in ivory or with ivory has an exceedingly high chance
of truly having "blood on their hands" and fueling more deaths for blood ivory. It would be horrible if a tourist who was
innocently shopping bought some of these trinkets of death. I believ e most people would be mortified by the knowledge
that their purchase triggered more bloodshed for the next trinket, and that is exactly what is will do.

Thank you for your time and attention to this world crisis. Hawaii can be a true hero for conservatio n and doing the right
thing at the right time.
I hail from California who recently passed legislation to stop the import/export of ivory and we are all watching your
voting VERY closely and praying the right thing will be done. Here is to victory for HB2502 and SB2647. The time it took
me to write and reread this email, 3 elephants were mutilated for ivory and their  babies will no doubt succumb to the
impact of their death, if they weren't mutilated with the others.
This is real and this is wrong.



2

Respectfully,

Coe Lewis
Co-founder
NSEFU WILDLIFE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
www.NSEFU.org    www.NSEFUWILDLIFE.com
Tel/fax 619.334.8084
Facebook   @Nsefu Wildlife
Twitter     #NsefuW
coe@nsefuwildlife.com
a 501c3 non-profit foundation











TO: Honorable Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair San BuenaVentura and House
Judiciary Committee Members

March 29, 2016, 2:00pm

FROM: Inga Gibson, Hawaii Senior State Director, The Humane Society of the
United States, igibson@humanesociety.org, 808.354.3211

RE: STRONG SUPPORT of SB2647, relating to wildlife (Prohibits the trafficking of
protected animal species, with limited exceptions)

The Humane Society of the United States urges the Committee’s strong support of SB2647
which would protect critically imperiled species from wildlife trafficking by prohibiting the sale
of any part or product of specific animal species, including elephants and rhinos.

Hawaii has a critical role to play in saving these imperiled animals as demonstrated by recent
research regarding Hawaii’s lucrative online sales market for ivory. In addition, according to a
2008 study, Hawaii was the nation’s third largest market for ivory, after New York and
California. Both states have shut down their in-state market for ivory in 2014 and 2015
respectively. The same study also found that close to 89 percent of ivory items for sale in Hawaii
could be of illegal or of unknown origin. Several recent market surveys continued to find a
significant amount of illegal ivory, and without proper documentation, for sale in Hawaii’s
marketplaces.

The Hawaii legislature has shown commendable leadership in attempting to stem the ivory trade.
In 2013, S.C.R.149 unanimously passed the Hawaii legislature, asking Hawaii residents and
businesses not to buy or sell ivory of unknown origin. In 2014, Hawaii was the first state in the
nation to introduce legislation to end the ivory trade, and although that measure failed to pass its
final committee. Most recently, an opinion poll conducted in January 2016 found that 85
percent of Hawaii residents polled support legislation prohibiting ivory and rhino horn sales .

Trafficking in ivory, rhino horn, and other illegal wildlife products has become a very lucrative
trade that fuels the poaching of many protected wildlife species and creates insecurity for both
people and wildlife in many remote vulnerable areas. At $8-10 billion per year, the illegal
wildlife trade ranks as the fourth most lucrative international criminal activity, behind narcotics,
counterfeiting, and human trafficking. Evidence and seizure data suggest that wildlife trafficking
is linked to transnational organized crime and even African armed militia with terrorist
connections in the case of elephant poaching. Professional traffickers take advantage of lax
enforcement controls to move illegal ivory across the globe. The likely annual income from
ivory to militia in the entire sub-Saharan range generates millions of dollars for these terrorists,
including the Lord’s Resistance Army, to buy weapons, hurt innocent people and destabilize
governments.



Elephants are one of the most iconic wild animals. Yet today these magnificent animals are being
gunned down and poisoned in staggering numbers - the African elephant population has declined
by an estimated 66% over the last 40 years, with 100,000 elephants poached between 2010 and
2012. Only 29,000 rhinos remain in the wild, yet, in 2015 close to 1,200 rhinos were killed in
South Africa alone. Sometimes poachers hack off an elephant’s or rhino’s face, while the animal
is still alive, to retrieve their tusks or horn. In one recent case, poachers poisoned a watering hole
with cyanide, killing 300 elephants at once and resulting in the deaths of other animals who fed
on the carcasses.  The pernicious demand fueling the illegal trade in tiger parts has left us with
only 3,200 tigers in the wild today. Lions and leopards have disappeared from most of their
historic range due to habitat loss but they face additional threat from demand for their pelts or
other body parts. The list of animals threatened with poaching, trafficking and extinction goes
on.

Federal regulations and laws restrict the importation or interstate trade of products from
endangered species, but they do not regulate intrastate sales. The patchwork of federal laws
and regulations creates the potential for loopholes. In addition, federal implementation and
enforcement are limited due to a lack of sufficient resources. State measures are critical to
complement the federal law for the protection of endangered animals and national security.

Hawaii will be hosting the IUCN Conservation Congress in September this year, the first time
the Congress is ever to be held in the United States. SB2647 provides Hawaii the opportunity to
showcase its commitment to the preservation of imperiled species.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure.





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 11:52 AM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: pamelaburrell@me.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2647 on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM 
 
SB2647 
Submitted on: 3/28/2016 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

pamela burrell 
apollo kauai, zero waste 

kauai Support No 

 
 
Comments: I am very disappointed that Hawaii is famous for being the largest market in 
the USA for ivory products! This is nothing to be proud of. Please pass this bill in order 
to stop the killing of endangered animals for just a mere bauble. Thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Tony Hunstiger, Secretary & Treasurer Nsefu Wildlife 
2598 Halekoa Drive; Honolulu, HI 96821 

 tonyhunstiger@nsefu.org 
www.nsefu.org www.zikomosafari.com  

 

Like Us on FaceBook @ 
Aloha Coalition to End 

Wildlife Trafficking 

Ban the Sale of Ivory & Rhino horn in Hawaii.   
When the Buying Stops, the Killing can End.   
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 1:54 PM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: info@keikoconservation.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2647 on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM 
 
SB2647 
Submitted on: 3/28/2016 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Natalie Parra Keiko Conservation Support No 
 
 
Comments: I, Natalie Parra, as an individual and as representation for Keiko 
Conservation fully support this bill. It has received incredible support from our 30,000 
international members and we hope Hawaii can be a leader in wildlife conservation as 
we were when the we were the first state to pass the anti-finning bill for sharks. Please 
take a moment to imagine a world where elephants and rhinos can only be seen in 
pictures and memories. We are quickly heading in that direction. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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JUDtestimony

From: Andrew Harmon <harmon@wildaid.org>
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 2:04 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Comments on SB 2647 HD1; Ivory Sales Prohibitions

March 27, 2016

TO: House Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, House Judiciary Committee

RE: Comments on SB 2647 HD1; Ivory Sales Prohibitions

These comments are submitted on behalf of WildAid, a registered US 501c3 charitable organization, its
Board of Directors, and our members. WildAid focuses on addressing consumer demand for products
from threatened wildlife, and has been working for the pas t two years to decrease demand for ivory,
primarily in China.

We support measures to implement this law because:

· State legislation is necessary to regulate in- state sales and to give wildlife agents authority to enforce
laws outside of federal jurisdiction.

· Any legal trade in ivory can and has extensively enabled laundering of illegal ivory from poached
elephants. Without testing in a laboratory, even experts often have a difficult time distinguishing
“old”, pre-ban ivory from “new”, smugg led African ivory. It is also difficult to distinguish one species’
ivory from another. Hawaii, as the third highest ivory retailer in the United States has the
opportunity to lead the way in elephant conservation and can set a precedent for California and New
York by implementing an ivory ban.

· This measure closes an important loophole left by the federal law by excluding any exemptions for
the import of trophy-hunted ivory. In the past, trophy hunting has masked illegal activity. Pseudo-
hunts, whereby crime syndicates have paid inexperienced hunters or bystanders to obtain rhino
horn, have occurred on numerous occasions in South Africa, to the point where the South African
government was forced to ban the issuing of permits to Vietnamese nationals.

While we also appreciate the intent of the resolution, the state needs to act for the reasons noted
above. We urge the Committees to support SB 2647 HD1, currently under consideration by the
Senate.

Thank you for considering our input.

With best regards,
Peter Knights, Executive Director

Submitted by: Andrew Harmon
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 5:47 PM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: cathyg@animalrightshawaii.org 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB2647 on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM* 
 
SB2647 
Submitted on: 3/28/2016 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Cathy Goeggel Animal Rights Hawai'i Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

judtestimony
Late





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 7:00 AM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: ahuntemer@aol.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2647 on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM 
 
SB2647 
Submitted on: 3/28/2016 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Angela Huntemer Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and Committee Member, Please show your support 
for preserving some of the most important and iconic species from poaching and 
trafficking of their body parts. You know all the arguments by now from reading other 
people's testimony. We cannot wait for the Federal Government to tighten their laws. 
There is no time to lose in enacting this legislation. This legislation provides for all the 
reasonable exceptions requested by people opposing the bill. Please support wildlife 
and vote yes to Bill SB 2647 Mahalo.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 6:43 AM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: dylanarm@hawaii.edu 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB2647 on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM* 
 
SB2647 
Submitted on: 3/28/2016 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Dylan Armstrong Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



 

 

Aimee McCullough, PsyD 
1455 Kiukee Place 
Kailua, HI 96734 
aimeesophia@yahoo.com 
 
Testimony submitted to the House Committee on Judiciary 
 
Hearing: Tuesday, March 29, 2016, 2 PM, Conference Rm 325 
 
 
Re: Strong support of SB2647 SD1 HD 1, relating to wildlife 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts on this subject. I write today because I have 
been touched by the plight of the elephants who are dying in unprecedented numbers due to 
ivory poaching. I feel strongly about protecting all endangered wildlife. These are precious 
creatures who share the planet with us and add richness and mystery to our lives by their very 
existence. But it is the elephants who have ignited a passionate interest in me. I have not seen 
them in their natural habitat but I've read about people who have. They say it has changed their 
lives. Elephants appear to have some special qualities. They have a matriarchal society and an 
altruistic one. They remember each other after years of separation and they grieve for one 
another and for humans with whom they've been close. Why are we assisting in the slaughter of 
these magnificent animals in exchange for ornaments.  If we stop the selling we can stop the 
killing. Please let's do our part to save this species and others from extinction. We are risking 
much more than money by allowing Hawaii to be the third largest seller of ivory in the US. 
 
Thank you, 
Aimee McCullough, PsyD 
Kailua, Oahu 

mailto:aimeesophia@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 1:41 AM 
To: JUDtestimony 
Cc: jazz_jules@live.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2647 on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM 
 
SB2647 
Submitted on: 3/28/2016 
Testimony for JUD on Mar 29, 2016 14:00PM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier Position  
Present at 

Hearing  

Julie Chen Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments: I strongly support SB2647 to ban the sale of ivory and the trafficking of 
endangered animal parts in Hawaii. Thank you. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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